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Page 1 lines 4 to 9 

2. Claim for Utility Model Registration 

A guide tube for an endoscope characterized by comprising a mouth 
piece having at outer part a bitten portion to be bitten by teeth, and a flexible 
tube mounted at the mouth piece so that the axial direction of the tube is 
inclined with respect to the bitten portion. 

Page 2, line 1 1 to page 4, last line 

One embodiment of the present device will be described below with 
reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In the drawings, reference numeral 1 
denotes a mouth piece, at each end part of which a flange portion 2 is formed. 
A bitten portion 3, which is to be bitten by teeth 11 of a patient 10, is formed 
between the flange portions 2. A mount port 4 is formed at the central part 
of the mouth piece 1 so as to be inclined with respect to the bitten portion 3. 
One end part of the flexible tube 5 is inserted and mounted in the mount port 
4. Accordingly, when the flexible tube 5 is mounted, the tube 5 is inclined 
with respect to the bitten portion 3 with an angle a formed between the axial 
direction X of the tube 5 and the axial direction X' of the bitten portion 3. 
The tube 5 is made of flexible plastic. 

Usage of the guide tube will be described next. First, the patient 10 is 
allowed to open his/her mouth 12, and the tube 5 is inserted so as to pass 
through the pharynx 6, as shown in FIG. 2. Thereafter, the patient 10 is 
allowed to bite the mouth piece 1 with his/her teeth 1 1 for holding the tube 5. 
Then, an insertion part 13 of an endoscope is inserted into the tube 5 in this 
state for examining a to-be-examined portion. 

The tube 5 is inclined with respect to the bitten portion 3 of the mouth 
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piece 1, so as not to bend sharply in the pharynx 6 at use of the 
aforementioned mouth piece 1. Accordingly, pain and uncomfortable 
feeling of the patient 10 are mitigated, and the insertion part 13 of the 
endoscope can be inserted smoothly. Further, the tip end of the tube is cut 
so as to be slanted, reducing frictional resistance in the pharynx. 

It is noted that the present device is not limited to the above embodiment, 
and a mouth piece 7 may be provided silidably with a screw 8 fitted to the 
mouth piece 7 so as to be fixed at an arbitrary part of a tube 14 by the screw 8, 
as shown in FIG. 3. 

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 4, a tube 9 may be curved in advance. 

As described above, in the present device, since the tube is mounted so 
that the axial direction thereof is inclined with respect to the bitten portion of 
the mouth piece, the tube at use bends gently from the oral cavity to the 
pharynx. Accordingly, pain and uncomfortable feeling at the pharynx of the 
patient are mitigated remarkably, and the endoscope can be inserted smoothly. 
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